
Enrolled Minutes of the Eighty-fourth Regular or Special Meeting 
For the Twenty-Eighth Highland Town Council 
Regular Plenary Meeting 
Monday, March 11, 2019 
 
Study Session.  The Twenty-Eighth Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, 
Indiana met in a study session preceding the regular meeting on Monday, March 11, 2019 
6:40 O’clock P.M. in the regular place, the meeting chambers of the Highland Municipal 
Building, 3333 Ridge Road, Highland, Indiana. 
 
Silent Roll Call: Councilors Bernie Zemen, Mark Herak, Dan Vassar, Steve Wagner and 
Konnie Kuiper were present. The Clerk-Treasurer, Michael W. Griffin was present to 
memorialize the proceedings. A quorum was attained. 
 
General Substance of Matters Discussed.  
 
1. The Town Council reviewed and discussed the agenda of the imminent regular 

meeting. 
 
2. The Town Council and the Clerk-Treasurer discussed the MCCi JustFOIA Software 

request for clarity regarding its utility. 
 
3. The Town Council President indicated that for the Standing Study Session of Monday, 

March 18, 2019, he would like to add to the discussion a presentation from Humane 
Indiana regarding its Owls public art fundraising program and the issue of the G5 
Cell Tower agreement presented by AT&T Indiana. 

 
4. The Town Council discussed a communication from Renee Reinhart about concerns 

regarding the support for the Community Garden initiative of the Main Street Bureau 
of the Redevelopment Department.  

 
5. The Town Council discussed with Mr. Dabrowski and representatives from Idea 

Factory budgetary needs for website security. 
 
The study session ended at 6:59 O’clock p.m. 
 
Regular meeting.  The Twenty Eighth Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake 
County, Indiana met in its regular session on Monday, March 11, 2019 at 7:00 O’clock P.M. 
in the regular place, the plenary meeting chambers of the Highland Municipal Building, 
3333 Ridge Road, Highland, Indiana.  
 
The Town Council President, Steve Wagner presided. The Town Clerk-Treasurer, Michael 
W. Griffin, was present to memorialize the proceedings. The meeting was opened with the 
Councilor Bernie Zemen reciting the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States 
of America and offering a prayer. 
 
Roll Call: Present on roll call were Councilors Bernie Zemen, Mark Herak, Dan Vassar, 
Steve Wagner and Konnie Kuiper. The Clerk-Treasurer, Michael W. Griffin was present to 
memorialize the proceedings. A quorum was attained. 
 
Additional Officials Present: Rhett L. Tauber, Esq., Town Attorney; John M. Bach, Public 
Works Director; Peter Hojnicki, Metropolitan Police Chief; Alex M. Brown, CPRP, 
Superintendent of Parks and Recreation; and Kathy DeGuilio-Fox, Redevelopment 
Director,  were present. William R. Timmer, Jr., CFOD, Fire Chief; and Kenneth J. Mika, 
Building were present at the outset of the meeting but were called to respond to a fire call. 
 
Also present: Larry Kondrat of the Board of Waterworks Directors; and Ed Dabrowski IT 
Director (Contract) were also present. 
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Guests: Theresa Badovich and Robin Carlascio of the Idea Factory were also present. 
 
Minutes of the Previous Meetings: The minutes of the regular meeting of 25 February 
2019 were approved by general consent. 
 
Staff Reports: The following staff reports were received and filed.  
 

• Building & Inspection Report for February 2019 
 

Permit Type Number Residential Commercial Est. Cost Fees 
Commercial 
Buildings: 0 0 0 $0.00 $0.00 
Commercial 

  Additions or  
Remodeling: 

6 0 6 $435,750.00 $6,501.00 

Signs: 2 0 2 $14,000.00 $732.50 
Single Family: 2 2 0 $500,000.00 $6,771.00 
Duplex/Condo: 0 0 0 $0.00 $0.00 
Residential 
Additions: 0 0 0 $0.00 $0.00 
Residential 
Remodeling: 34 34 0 $457,461.00 $7,604.00 
Garages: 1 1 0 $11,000.00 $357.00 
Sheds: 0 0 0 $0.00 $0.00 
Decks & Porches: 0 0 0 $0.00 $0.00 
Fences: 2 2 0 $8,035.00 $251.50 
Swimming Pools: 0 0 0 $0.00 $0.00 
DrainTile/ 
Waterproofing: 
 

2 2 0 $27,615.00 $501.50 

Miscellaneous 21 21 0  $2,824.50 
TOTAL: 70 62 8 $1,453,861.00 $25,543.00 
Electrical Permits 18 13 5  $2,298.00 
Mechanical Permits 9 6 3  $941.00 
Plumbing Permits 16 10 6  $2,192.70 
Water Meters 8 6 2  $2,030.00 
Water Taps 3 3 0  $600.00 
Sewer/Storm Taps 6 6 0  $1,800.00 
TOTAL Plumbing: 33 25 8  $6,622.70 

     

 
February Code Enforcement: 
Investigations:          39 
Citations:        01 
Warnings:          00 

 
February Inspections: 

 Building:  15 Electrical:  09 Plumbing:  06 HVAC:  04 
 Electrical Exams:  3 
 
• Fire Department Report for February 2019 
 
Type of Call                        Month                     2nd half of year 
 
General Alarms                      17                                   36 
 
Paid Still Alarms                    31                                  56 
 
Still Alarms                             05                                  15 
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_________________________________________________ 
Total Alarms:                          53                                 107 
 
• Workplace Safety Report for February 2019 
 
There was one workplace incident to report in February. The following report was filed. 
 

Department Injuries 
this Month 

Year to 
Date 
2019 

Total in 
2018 

Restricted 
Days 2019 

Lost 
Workdays 
This Year 

(2019) 

Restricted 
Days Last 

Year (2018) 

Lost 
Workdays 
Last Year 

(2018) 

Parks 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 
Fire 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 
Police 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 
Street 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 
Water & 
Sewer 

0 0 4 0 0 80 46 

Maint. 0 1 1 14 2 0 0 
Other 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTALS 1 2 14 14 2 80 46 
 

Effective January 1, 2002, OSHA changed the record keeping guidelines. The municipality now counts the 
number of days lost from the day after the injury until the employee returns to work. Weekend, holidays, 
vacation days or other days scheduled off are included in the lost days count to a maximum of 180 days. 

 
Appointments: 
 
• Statutory Boards and Commissions 
     Executive Appointments (May be made in meeting or at another time) 

(Appointments have been placed on agenda in case there is readiness to act) 
 

Home Rule Commissions 
1. Main Street Board of Directors. (1) Chamber of Commerce Representative 

(currently vacant) Term: Coterminous with chamber membership; Economic 
Development Commission Representative (currently vacant) Term: Coterminous 
with EDDC membership.  

 
 Councilor Vassar moved and Mark Herak seconded to authorize the appointment 

of Kali Rasala, 10020 Erie Place, Highland, as the Chamber of Commerce 
Representative to the Main Street Bureau Board. Upon a roll call vote, there were 
five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The appointment was 
authorized. 

 
 The Town Council President, Steve Wagner announced his appointment of Ms. 

Rasala. 
 
Legislative Appointments 
Home Rule Commissions 
1. Main Street Board of Directors. (6) Six positions available with terms ending on 1st 

Monday in January 2021. 
 
 Councilor Vassar moved to appoint Ms. Aubry Valesquez, owner operator of 

Phree Hair Care Salon & Spa, 2945 Jewett Street, Highland. Councilor Herak 
seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The 
motion passed. Valesquez was appointed. 
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Unfinished Business and General Orders: 
 
1. Proposed Enactment No. 2019-13: An Enactment to Authorize and Approve a 

Replacement Warrant (Check) and Payment to a Payee, Whose Previously Issued 
Warrant, Lawfully Issued,  has not Been presented for Redemption, Remains 
Unpaid Now for a Period of Two or More Years as of December 31, 2018 and 
Pursuant to IC 5-11-10.5-2, is Void and Cannot Be Honored.  

 
 Councilor Herak introduced and moved the consideration of Enactment No. 2019-13 

at the same meeting of its introduction. Councilor Kuiper seconded. Upon a roll call 
vote, a unanimous vote being necessary, there were five affirmatives and no 
negatives. The motion passed. The enactment could be considered at the same 
meeting of introduction. 

 
 Councilor Herak moved the passage and adoption of Enactment No. 2019-13 at the 

same meeting of its introduction. Councilor Kuiper seconded. Upon a roll call vote, a 
two-thirds vote being necessary, there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The 
motion passed. The enactment was passed and adopted at the same meeting of 
introduction. 

 
THE TOWN of HIGHLAND 
ENACTMENT NO. 2019-13 

 
AN ENACTMENT TO AUTHORIZE AND APPROVE A REPLACEMENT WARRANT (CHECK) AND PAYMENT TO A PAYEE, 
WHOSE PREVIOUSLY ISSUED WARRANT, LAWFULLY ISSUED, HAS NOT BEEN PRESENTED FOR REDEMPTION, 
REMAINS UNPAID NOW FOR A PERIOD OF TWO OR MORE YEARS AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2018 AND PURSUANT TO IC 
5-11-10.5-2, IS VOID AND CANNOT BE HONORED. 
 
 WHEREAS, Title 36, Article 1 Chapter 4 of the Indiana Code confers certain general corporate powers 
on the several units of government in Indiana; 
 
 WHEREAS, Section fifteen of that chapter specifically provides that a unit of government may fix the 
level of compensation of its officers and employees; and 
 
 WHEREAS, I.C. 36-5-3-2 further provides in pertinent part that the town legislative body shall provide 
reasonable compensation for the other town officers and employees; 
 

WHEREAS, I.C. 36-1-3-4 (b) further provides that a unit has all powers granted it by statute and all 
other powers necessary or desirable in the conduct of its affairs even though not granted by statute; 

 
WHEREAS, I.C. 36-1-3-4 (c) still further provides that the omission of a power from any list of powers 

set forth in statutes does not imply that a unit lacks that power; 
 
WHEREAS, I.C. 5-11-10.5-2 still further provides that all warrants or checks drawn upon public funds 

of a political subdivision that are outstanding and unpaid for a period of two (2) or more years as of the last day 
of December of each year are void … no institution may honor, cash, or accept for payment or deposit any such 
warrant or check which may be presented for payment and which has been issued and outstanding for a period 
of two (2) or more years as of the last day of December of any year; 
 
 WHEREAS,  The serving, acting and duly elected secretary of the Police Pension Board of 
Trustees, was advised by the Town Clerk-Treasurer of a warrant payable to the secretary, dated December 29, 
2016, made in consequence of his travel related expenses incurred and reimbursed pursuant to the travel policy 
of the municipality and IC 36-8-6 et seq., in the amount of four hundred sixty-two dollars and fifty-one cents 
($462.51) was  undeposited and unnegotiated for a period of two or more years as of December 31, 2018 and 
therefore was included on the list required to be generated pursuant to IC 5-11-10.5-3; 
 
 WHEREAS,  The Town Clerk-Treasurer further advised the serving, acting and duly elected 
secretary of the Police Pension Board of Trustees, Mr. Kenneth Balon, that he may either present the void 
warrant with a request for its reissue or if he cannot locate the void warrant, request in writing that the original 
claim supporting its payment be located and the warrant be replaced; 
 
 WHEREAS, Mr. Kenneth Balon, not being able to locate the void warrant, communicated 
through electronic mail a request to the Clerk-Treasurer and the Town Council that the void warrant be replaced 
if possible; 
 
 WHEREAS, Section §2.35.030 of the Highland Municipal Code provides in pertinent part that 
the Town Council is authorized to budget and appropriate funds …… to pay the expenses incurred in promoting 
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the best interests of the town  and that  such expenses may include, but not necessarily be limited to those 
expenses of civic or governmental nature deemed by the Town Council to be in the interests of the Town; and 
  
 WHEREAS, The Town Council has reviewed the matter, and in the interest of goodwill, comity 
and in the interest of Town, now desires to make an elective payment to Kenneth Balon, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ENACTED  by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake 
County, Indiana as follows:  
 
 Section 1.  That the Town Council hereby finds and determines: 
 

(A)  That a warrant was drawn on the Police Pension Fund of 1925 of the Town of Highland, 
numbered 26315, dated 29 December 2016, payable to Mr. Kenneth E. Balon, made in consequence of his travel 
related expenses incurred as secretary of the police pension board of trustees and reimbursed pursuant to the 
travel policy of the municipality and IC 36-8-6 et seq., in the amount of four hundred sixty-two dollars and fifty-
one cents ($462.51); 

 
(B) That IC 5-11-10.5-2, reads: “All warrants or checks drawn upon public funds of a political 

subdivision that are outstanding and unpaid for a period of two (2) or more years as of the last day of December of each year 
are void. No individual, bank, trust company, building and loan association, or any other financial institution may honor, 
cash, or accept for payment or deposit any such warrant or check which may be presented for payment and which has been 
issued and outstanding for a period of two (2) or more years as of the last day of December of any year;” 
 

(C) That the warrant, forgotten by the payee and recalled only when advised by the Clerk-
Treasurer of the warrant’s listing on the so-called stale-dated warrant report, is misplaced and pursuant to the 
terms of IC 5-11-10.5-2, the (warrant) cannot be honored as it became void effective after December 31, 2018; 
 
 (D) That Mr. Kenneth Balon, not being able to locate the void warrant, presented through 
electronic-mail a request to the Clerk-Treasurer and the Town Council, asking that the void warrant be replaced 
if possible; 
 
 (E) That the original claim supporting the void and misplaced warrant is in the possession of 
the Clerk-Treasurer and the policies under which the expenses were originally paid are still in full force and 
effect  with the rationale for the expenses from public business related travel to be reimbursed intact; 
 
 (F) That Mr. Kenneth Balon declares that he cannot locate the  now void check and was in fact 
not reimbursed for the costs he incurred in consequence of public business related travel, including costs for 
lodging, meals (taxable), parking and mileage; 
 

Section 2.  That in the interest of goodwill, comity, and workforce relations, the Town 
Council now authorizes and approves the  issuance of a replacement check (warrant), drawn upon the proper fund 
and account, in the amount of four hundred sixty-two dollars and fifty-one cents ($462.51); 
 
 Section 3.  That the Town Council hereby still  further finds and determines that such an 
expense promotes the best interests of the town, is an expression of goodwill and comity, is an elective measure of 
the legislative body and should not be construed as an action that is in response to any express provision of 
statute and is a lawful fully elective and singular expense, not creating a precedent or creating any duty; 
 
 Section 4.  That the Town Council herby still further directs that before the check or warrant 
authorized by this enactment be presented or remitted, the following: 
 

(A) That an original rendering of this enactment be affixed to the original claim , with such 
enactment to serve as an invoice pursuant to IC 5-11-10-1.6(b); 

 
(B) That the claim and payment authorized by this enactment still must comply with and 

conform to the requirements set  forth under IC 5-11-10-1.6(c); and, 
 
(C) That if the Town Attorney so advises or directs, the payee shall sign an appropriate hold-

harmless agreement as prepared by the Town Attorney, before release of the replacement warrant authorized by 
this enactment; 
 

Section 5. That the Clerk-Treasurer is hereby authorized to take such other steps he deems necessary 
or desirable that are lawful to carry-out the purposes and provisions of this enactment. 
 
Introduced and Filed on the 11th day of March 2019. Consideration on same day or at same meeting of 
introduction experienced a vote of 5 in favor and 0 opposed, pursuant to IC 36-5-2-9.8. 
 
DULY ORDAINED and ADOPTED this 11th Day of  March  2019 by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, 
Lake County, Indiana, having been passed by a vote of 5 in favor and 0 opposed. 
 

TOWN COUNCIL of the TOWN of 
HIGHLAND, Lake County, INDIANA 
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/s/Steve Wagner, President (IC 36-5-2-10) 
Attest: 
 
/s/Michael W. Griffin, IAMC/MMC/CPFA/CPFIM/CMO 
      Clerk-Treasurer (IC 33-42-4-1; IC 36-5-6-5) 
 
2. Action to approve appointment or employment of full-time employee, pursuant to 

Section §3.03 of the Compensation and Benefits Ordinance. Operations Director 
recommends the following: 
 
(A) The hiring of Jacob Dennison, to the full-time position of  Utility Worker/Driver C in 

Public Works Department (Agency) at a rate of pay of $15.86  per hour. This will not 
increase the full-time workforce greater than the authorized work force strength. 

 
 Councilor Zemen moved to approve the appointment and hiring of Jacob Dennison to 

the full-time position of Utility Worker/Driver C in the Public Works Department 
(Agency) at the stated rate of pay. Councilor Kuiper seconded. Upon a roll call vote, 
there were five affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. Mr. Dennison was 
hired. 

 
3. Works Board Order No. 2019-04: An Order Of The Works Board Authorizing The 

Clerk-Treasurer To Execute An Agreement With MCCi, LLC to Acquire Software 
Licensing And Implementation Services For Open Records Requests Tracking Systems 
For The Governmental Offices, Departments And Associated Utilities Of Town Of 
Highland. 

 
 Councilor Herak moved the passage and adoption of Works Board Order No. 2019-04. 

Councilor Zemen seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were five affirmatives and no 
negatives. The motion passed. The order was adopted. 

 
TOWN OF HIGHLAND 

Order of the Works Board No. 2019-04 
 

AN ORDER OF THE WORKS BOARD AUTHORIZING THE CLERK-TREASURER TO EXECUTE AN 
AGREEMENT WITH MCCi, LLC TO ACQUIRE SOFTWARE LICENSING AND IMPLEMENTATION 
SERVICES FOR OPEN RECORDS REQUESTS TRACKING SYSTEMS FOR THE GOVERNMENTAL 
OFFICES, DEPARTMENTS AND ASSOCIATED UTILITIES OF TOWN OF HIGHLAND. 

 
WHEREAS, The Office of the Clerk-Treasurer has determined a need to acquire software licensing and 

implementation services to manage access to public records acts requests, tracking and documentation systems 
for the governmental offices, departments and associated utilities of Town of Highland; 
 

WHEREAS, The Clerk-Treasurer in consultation with the IT Director (Contact) searched for software 
vendors deemed able to provide according to the municipality’s reasonable requirements, high quality software 
licensing and implementation services to manage access to public records acts requests, tracking and 
documentation systems that would optimize compliance with the Access to Records Act, allow persons to better 
communicate requests to the proper department most likely to produce a desired record, provide greater 
flexibility, and support certain transparency objectives related to financial, budgetary and contract information, 
according to the municipality’s reasonable requirements; 
 

WHEREAS, A qualified and desirable vendor, whose platform is compatible with existing document 
management software, Laserfiche, that vendor being MCCi, LLC, known to provide according to the municipality’s 
reasonable requirements high quality software licensing and implementation services to manage access to public 
records acts requests, tracking and documentation systems that would optimize compliance with the Access to 
Records Act, allow persons to better communicate requests to the proper department most likely to produce a 
desired record, provide greater flexibility, and support certain transparency objectives related to financial, 
budgetary and contract information, and support certain transparency objectives related to financial, budgetary 
and contract information, with its specific product called “JustFOIA;” 
 

WHEREAS, The Clerk-Treasurer recommends, MCCi, LLC, and its specific product styled “JustFOIA 
for the purposes stated herein; 
 

WHEREAS, Section 3.05.030 (A) of the Highland Municipal Code provides that the Town Council as 
the Works Board of the municipality, shall serve as the purchasing agency for the municipality and its executive 
departments; 
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WHEREAS, Section 3.05.030 (B) of the Highland Municipal Code further provides that the Town 
Council as the Works Board of the municipality, may act in the stead of the board of directors of the waterworks and 
the board of sanitary commissioners when any purchase involves materials or supplies that will be purchased at a 
shared cost or will be jointly used by the civil government and the utilities; and 
 

WHEREAS, Section 3.05.050 (D)(9) of the Highland Municipal Code still further provides that the 
Clerk-Treasurer or his/her designee is the purchasing agent for the Office of the Clerk-Treasurer and all 
executive departments of the municipality; 
 

WHEREAS, The acquisition price is not greater than $15,000 and is not for services for a period in 
excess of a year and under HMC Section 3.05.050 (B) (1) does not require the express approval of the purchasing 
agency; however,  it is desirable to have the approving action of the Town Council as the purchasing authority 
nevertheless so that future renewals of the approved software could be exercised by the proper purchasing agent 
pursuant to HMC Section 3.05.050(B)(5); and, 
 

WHEREAS, The Town Council, acting as the Works Board for the Town of Highland now desires to 
approve and authorize the proposal presented by MCCi, LLC for its software called “JustFOIA” and to further 
authorize the Clerk-Treasurer to complete the purchase pursuant to the terms stated herein,  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY ORDERED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF HIGHLAND, 
LAKE COUNTY, INDIANA ACTING AS THE WORKS BOARD OF THE MUNICIPALITY AS FOLLOWS: 
 

Section 1.  That the proposal from MCCi, LLC for its software called “JustFOIA,” issued on 
February 26, 2019, to provide according to the municipality’s reasonable requirements, high quality software 
licensing and implementation services to manage access to public records acts requests, tracking and 
documentation systems that would optimize compliance with the Access to Records Act, allow persons to 
better communicate requests to the proper department most likely to produce a desired record, provide 
greater flexibility, support certain transparency objectives related to financial, budgetary and contract 
information, with its specific product called “JustFOIA”, is hereby approved in all respects; 

 
Section 2. That the Town Council as the works board, hereby finds and determines the following: 
 
• That the purchase for these services qualifies as a small purchase, valued at less than $50,000 and 

therefore may be purchased in the open market, pursuant to HMC Section 3.05.060(G)(1); 
 
• That the purchase for these services qualifies as a special purchase, as the vendor constitutes a 

single source that meets the municipality’s reasonable requirements for software and data 
processing, as well as the software is compatible with existing document management software 
and thereby eligible for special purchasing methods, pursuant to Section 3.05.060(H) and (I) of the 
Highland Municipal Code and I.C. 5-22-10; 

 
Section 3. That the following fees and services as set forth in the agreement with MCCi, LLC for its 

software called “JustFOIA,” issued on February 26, 2019, which is attached and incorporated herein by reference 
are hereby found and determined to be reasonable and fair, are approved as follows: 

 
 (A) For Annual licensing and Laserfiche integration, fees and charges annually are set 

forth for JustFOIA Population Tier 2: 10k-30k, annually cost three thousand, eight hundred fifty dollars 
($3,850.00) plus the integration fee Seven hundred seventy dollars ($770.00) for an annual total of Four thousand, 
six hundred twenty dollars ($4,620.00); 

 
(B)   For acquisition and start-up training, and implementation one-time fees are set forth as 

Two thousand dollars ($2,000) plus, Laserfiche integration of five hundred dollars ($500) for a total one-time 
expense of two thousand, five hundred dollars ($2,500.00); 
 

(C)   For the services described in subdivisions (A) and (B) the total cost to the Town being 
the sum of Seven thousand, one hundred twenty dollars ($7,120.00) all being due in first year; 

 
Section 4. That the foregoing fees  and terms forth in the agreement in the agreement with MCCi, LLC 

for its software called “JustFOIA,” issued on February 26, 2019,   which is attached and incorporated herein by 
reference are hereby found and determined to be reasonable and fair, and are approved; 

 
Section 5. For all fees herein described, there exists an appropriation sufficient to support the execution 

and purchase of the services described herein as required HMC Section 3.05.040(E); 
 

Section 6. That the Clerk-Treasurer as purchasing agent is authorized to execute such documents, as 
may be necessary or desirable to carry out the purposes of this order. 
 

BE IT SO ORDERED 
 

DULY, PASSED, ADOPTED, AND ORDERED by the Town Council of the Town of Highland, Lake County, 
Indiana this 11th  day of  March  2019 having passed by a vote of  5 in favor and 0 opposed. 
 

TOWN COUNCIL of the TOWN of  
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HIGHLAND, INDIANA 
 

/s/Steven Wagner, President (IC 36-5-2-10) 
Attest: 
 
/s/Michael W. Griffin, IAMC/MMC/CPFA/CPFIM/CMO 
      Clerk-Treasurer (IC 33-42-4-1; IC 36-5-6-5) 
 
EXHIBIT 
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Comments or Remarks from the Town Council: 
(For the Good of the Order) 
 
• Councilor Bernie Zemen: Chamber of Commerce Co-Liaison • IT Liaison • Liaison to the 

Board of Waterworks Directors • Liaison to the Community Events Commission. 
 

Councilor Zemen acknowledged the Redevelopment Director who offered the 
following events and dates that have been established for the year to promote the 
Downtown.  
 
 Car Cruise  June 1 
 Last Call for Summer August 10 
 Festival of the Trails October 5 

 
 Councilor Dan Vassar: Liaison to the Park and Recreation Board. 

 
Councilor Vassar acknowledged the Parks and Recreation Superintendent who 
reported the recently hosted JV Softball tournament hosted by the department. 

 
 With leave from the Town Council, Councilor Vassar engaged in a colloquy with the 

Public Works Director regarding the status of the annual paving plan. 
 
• Councilor Mark Herak: •Budget and Finance Chair • Liaison to the Board of Sanitary 

Commissioners • Town Board of Metropolitan Police Commissioners, Liaison. 
  
 Councilor Herak acknowledged the Public Works Director who offered a brief report 

regarding the review of the solid waste management bid for solid waste collection. 
 
 With leave from the Town Council, Councilor Herak engaged with the Public Works 

Director regarding potholes and whether cold patching could be performed in a better 
way. 

 
• Councilor Konnie Kuiper:  • Fire Department, Liaison • Chamber of Commerce Co-

Liaison.  
 
 Councilor Kuiper had no report or comments. 
 
• Councilor President Steve Wagner: Town Executive • Chair of the Board of Police Pension 

Trustees • Advisory Board of Zoning Appeals Liaison. 
 
The Council President acknowledged the Building Commissioner who offered a 
survey of matters pending before the Advisory Board of Zoning Appeals. 

 
Comments from Visitors or Residents: 
 
1. Brendon Dothager, 8021 Glenwood Avenue, Highland, noting he was the 

Democratic Precinct committeeman for his neighborhood, presented a letter with 
exhibits written by him relaying an incident within the Highland Democratic 
Precinct Organization. Mr. Dothager noted that without his knowledge, a police 
report was filed by the Democratic Chairperson complaining about him.  Copies of 
the letter were presented to each member of the Town Council and the Clerk-
Treasurer.  

 
 (The letter with exhibits will remain on file with the correspondence of the Town for the 

period required by the Access to Records Act and the relevant retention schedule) 
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 Mr. Dothager asked that the Town Council consider passing an ordinance that 

required that the subject of a police report be notified that such a report has been 
filed. Mr. Dothager expressed displeasure at having such a record generated with 
him as the subject without notifying him. 

 
 Mr. Dothager further challenged the veracity of the report. 
 
2. Jeanine Harrison,8802 Johnston Street, Highland, spoke in support of Mr. Dothager. 

She said that the report was a “misstatement” regarding Mr. Dothager’s conduct. 
 
3. Larry Kondrat, 8115 Fourth Place East, Highland, expressed concerns regarding the 

announced Community Garden Project to be undertaken by the Main Street Bureau, 
suggesting that a community garden exists at the First Christian Church, 9540 5th 
Street, Highland and that the current zoning code prohibits community gardens 
being located within a mile of each other. 

 
Payment of Accounts Payable Vouchers. There being no further comments from the 
public, Councilor Vassar moved to allow the vendors accounts payable vouchers as filed 
on the pending accounts payable docket, covering the period February 26, 2019 through 
March 11, 2019. Councilor Zemen seconded. Upon a roll call vote, there were five 
affirmatives and no negatives. The motion passed. The accounts payable vouchers for 
the vendor docket were allowed, the payroll dockets described were ratified, payments 
allowed in advance were ratified, and for all remaining invoices, the Clerk-Treasurer 
was authorized to make payment. 
 

Vendors Accounts Payable Docket: 
 

General Fund, $208,042.98; Motor Vehicle Highway and Street (MVH) Fund, 
$58,951.25; Federal Forfeited and Seized Assets Fund, $914.00; Law Enforcement 
Continuing Education and Training and Supply Fund, $1,061.99; Capital Projects 
Retainage Fund, $14,347.17; Flexible Spending Account Agency Fund, $816.24; 
Insurance Agency Fund, $172,250.08; Information Communications Technology Fund, 
$6,609.36; Police Pension Fund, $95.00; Municipal Cumulative Capital Development 
Fund, $5,488.06; Traffic Violations and Law Enforcement Agency Fund, $4,000.00; 
Gaming Revenue Sharing Fund, $10,249.03; Total: $482,825.16. 

 
Payroll Docket for payday of February 1, 2019: 

 
 Council, Boards and Commissions, $0.00; Office of Clerk-Treasurer, $15,798.51; 

Building and Inspection Department, $8,618.01; Metropolitan Police Department, 
$114,715.44; Fire Department, $4,014.94; Public Works Department (Agency), 
$93,725.36 and 1925 Police Pension Plan Pension Fund, $0.00; Total Payroll: 
$236,872.26. 

 
Payroll Docket for payday of February 15, 2019: 

 
 Council, Boards and Commissions, $8,429.12; Office of Clerk-Treasurer, $15,533.99; 

Building and Inspection Department, $9,691.15; Metropolitan Police Department, 
$120,036.51; Fire Department, $4,164.22; Public Works Department (Agency), 
$73,333.85 and 1925 Police Pension Plan Pension Fund, $69,548.03; Total Payroll: 
$302,736.87. 

 
 

Payroll Docket for payday of March 1, 2019: 
 
 Council, Boards and Commissions, $0.00; Office of Clerk-Treasurer, $15,887.50; 

Building and Inspection Department, $8,480.02; Metropolitan Police Department, 
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$114,142.78; Fire Department, $3,735.04; Public Works Department (Agency), 
$78,145.88 and 1925 Police Pension Plan Pension Fund, $69,548.03; Total Payroll: 
$220,391.22. 

 
Adjournment of Plenary Meeting. Councilor Vassar moved that the plenary meeting be 
adjourned. Councilor Kuiper seconded. Upon a vote viva voce, the motion passed. The 
regular plenary meeting of the Town Council of Monday, March 11, 2019 was adjourned 
at 7:32 O’clock p.m.  
 
 
 
Michael W. Griffin, IAMC/MMC/CPFA/CPFIM/CMO 
Clerk-Treasurer 
 
 
Approved by the Town Council at its meeting of __________________________, 2019. 
 
 
 
Michael W. Griffin, IAMC/MMC/CPFA/CPFIM/CMO 
Clerk-Treasurer 
 


